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The proposals have also drawn 
anger from the energy industry. 
Kathleen Sgamma, a director of 
the Western Energy Alliance, which 
represents 400 oil and natural-gas 
companies, said the new policy 
could block some promising lands 
from drilling. “They’re treating lands 
arbitrarily as de facto wildernesses,” 
she said.
And Dean Heller, a Republican 
representative from Nevada, said: “The 
message of the November 3 election 
is that we want less regulation, less 
government intrusion. We want to 
keep these lands open,” he said.
“Managing an area to protect 
its wilderness characteristics 
provides unique opportunities 
and benefits for present and 
future generations that may 
otherwise be irreparably lost.”
House Republicans say they will 
hold hearings on the new policy and 
perhaps seek to cut funding to the 
BLM for identifying and managing wild 
lands. “This harms economic growth”, 
said Rob Bishop, a Utah Republican 
who has taken over this year as chair 
of the House subcommittee on public 
lands. “The West is being abused,” he 
said.
But environmentalists responded to 
the moves by stating that protecting 
wild lands is crucial — for flora and 
fauna, for humans craving solitude and 
even for economic growth, as tourists 
may be drawn to the hiking, hunting 
and rock climbing that are typically 
permitted in wilderness areas.
“The economy is often tied to the 
health of the landscape,” said Josh 
Pollock, a director at the Center for 
Native Ecosystems in Denver.
While Americans may wrangle over 
the future of wilderness areas owned 
by the government, they should look 
to the UK, where the government, 
as part of a range of major cost-
cutting, potentially looks to hive off 
the country’s few major wildlife areas 
it owns to wildlife charities. But it is 
reported the charities are seeking 
substantial funds to take on the job. 
The charity Plantlife published details 
of the negotiations last December, to 
highlight the potential problems ahead.Last year’s New Year sale saw 
a fish sell for 16.28 million yen 
($160,000) but the previous record 
was a fish sold 10 years ago.
The sale marks a taste for the 
fish in Japan that shows no sign of 
waning in spite of dwindling stocks. 
Around 600,000 tonnes of tuna 
are eaten in the country each year, 
mostly raw in sushi or sashimi.  
Top-grade otoro, the fattiest cut,  
can sell for as much as 2,000 
yen ($22) a piece at top Tokyo 
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The record price of 20.2 million yen 
($350,000) for a single bluefin tuna 
at a high-profile New Year Tokyo fish 
market sale adds to the problems 
of conservationists seeking to 
substantially increase protection for 
the species. The 342 kg fish was 
bought at auction by the owners of 
Kyubey, a Tokyo sushi restaurant, 
and Itamae Sushi, a Hong Kong 
based restaurant chain. 
Hidden costs: The huge value of bluefin tuna, including fish such as these reaching record 
high prices in Tokyo, causes problems for those seeking to protect the species. (Photo: 
AP Images.) 
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What is the best advice you’ve 
been given, and what advice would 
you offer? There is one phrase that 
comes to my mind from time to time: 
“It takes the same amount of time and 
effort to do a good research project 
as it takes to do a bad one, so why 
do a bad one?” Of course, it’s not 
always that simple — everyone who 
designs research projects knows that. 
If someone has identified his/her thing, 
an area he/she burns for, than my 
advice would be: “Go for it!” Passion 
is the best prerequisite to become 
good, successful and fulfilled by 
your work. But I also think that young 
people should be aware of the potential 
consequences when choosing a career 
in biology, such as the life of a scientific 
nomad or living abroad for longer 
periods of time. 
If you knew then what you know 
now, would you still pursue the 
same path?  
I probably would have, because I was 
and I still am driven by the things I am 
doing. I am privileged to have found 
my niche where I am able to do what 
I want because it interests me. During 
childhood, my passion was always split 
between biology and music. Although I 
had passed the entrance examination at 
a conservatory, I finally decided to apply 
for biology and was lucky to get in. At 
the time, this wasn’t easy in the country 
I grew up in, the German Democratic 
Republic, because there were only 
about a hundred places for biology per 
year from all the universities across 
the country. However, sometimes, for 
instance when reading those peer-
reviews that occasionally are painful,  
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What turned you on to biology in 
the first place? I know it sounds 
like a cliché, but when I was a child I 
spent lots of time outdoors, watching 
animals, catching fish, keeping various 
animals at home, and I often went 
to the public library to get all kinds 
of books about animals. My general 
interest in animals became further 
stimulated at secondary school where 
my biology teacher had created a 
small zoo, and I acted as care-taker. 
This allowed me to expand my interest 
in keeping and observing animals 
further compared with the more 
restricted Berlin apartment conditions 
I had at home. My special interest in 
amphibians brought me to Berlin’s well-
known Natural History Museum where 
I worked with the herpetology curator 
prior to university. Later I realized that 
the traditional way of taxonomy is not 
my cup of tea, and I wanted to combine 
taxonomy with molecular biology. At 
university, I switched to non-human 
primates (for my diploma thesis), and 
to humans (for my PhD thesis), keeping 
with the use of molecular genetics for 
understanding species and population 
diversity and history. The latter keeps 
driving me till today, with my scientific 
interests in human population and 
evolutionary genetics, as well as 
forensic molecular biology. But I still like 
to be out in nature, and in particular, in 
intact tropical rainforests.    
Q & Arestaurants. Japan consumes about 
80 per cent of Pacific and Atlantic 
bluefin tuna.
The country has been accused  
of stifling efforts to enhance 
protection of the tuna stocks. In 
negotiations last year, a bid by 
Monaco, backed by several other 
European countries, to introduce 
a ban on commercial fishing of 
Atlantic bluefin tuna failed because 
of perceived support from several 
smaller nations for Japan’s 
opposition at last year’s meeting  
of the International Commission  
for the Conservation of Atlantic 
Tunas. Although they cut fishing 
quotas, conservationists believe 
such measures do not go far  
enough, particularly in the light of 
illegal fishing becoming ever  
more lucrative as Tokyo prices soar.
The WWF has warned that, if 
fishing continues at current rates, 
the Atlantic bluefin tuna will be 
‘functionally extinct’ in three years. 
But such concerns appear to 
have little impact for Japanese 
consumers. Market officials are 
accustomed to seeing prices rise 
during the year’s opening  
auction at the Tsukiji fish market,  
but the new record was still 
unexpected.
The tuna sold last month was one of 
500 bluefin brought for the first auction 
of the year. It was caught in waters off 
the northern island of Hokkaido. Today, 
Pacific bluefin are very rare. From 
1976 to 2006, stocks fell 90 per cent 
because of increased fishing pressure, 
prompting the UN Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered 
Species (Cites) to add them to their list 
of threatened species.
“The custom of eating raw fish is 
spreading throughout the world,  
so that it is no longer an era  
where Japan is consuming all  
of the limited supply of tuna,” an 
auction manager told the Guardian. 
But Japan remains the major market. 
They go to the supermarket and are 
fooled into thinking everything is 
available in abundance, says  
Wakao Hanaoka, an ocean 
campaigner for Greenpeace  
Japan. “But it is not possible for the 
Japanese to continue to eat tuna at 
this rate.”
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